Engage to Grow
Cheat Sheet: How to Talk About Rotary
(Without Saying 'We Meet Every Thursday')
A practical guide for volunteers to introduce Rotary in a compelling, people-focused way
When someone asks, 'What is Rotary?' it’s tempting to describe logistics — when we meet, where we meet, and how long meetings last. But people don’t join meeting schedules. They join purpose, connection, and impact.
Use this guide to shift from information to inspiration.

Start With Purpose, Not Logistics
Instead of:
• 'We meet every Thursday at noon.'
Try:
• 'Rotary is a group of local leaders who come together to make a real difference in our community.'
• 'We connect people who care about service and turning ideas into action.'

Talk About Impact
Instead of explaining the structure, highlight what Rotary does:
• 'We organize hands-on service projects that directly support our community.'
• 'We invest in youth leadership, scholarships, and global initiatives like clean water.'
• 'We bring together professionals who want to use their skills to serve.'

Make It Personal
People connect with stories more than descriptions.
Try sharing:
• Why you joined
• What surprised you
• A moment when you saw Rotary make an impact

Invite, Don’t Inform
Instead of ending with meeting details, offer a simple invitation:
• 'You should come serve with us sometime.'
• 'I’d love for you to join us at our next project.'
• 'Let’s grab coffee and I’ll tell you more about what we’re doing.'

Keep It Simple
• Avoid acronyms and insider language.
• Keep it conversational, not rehearsed.
• Stay under 30 seconds.
• Focus on belonging, not recruitment.
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