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Interact at a 
glance:   

·  Interactors - 
248,929 

·  Clubs -  
10,823  

·  Countr ies - 
119 
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On Friday, April 20, 2007 at the Rotary District Conference in Colorado Springs, 
Governor  Frank Sargent presented the Ron Prascher Interact Service Award to 
the Interact Club of D’Evelyn High School.  First given in 2002, this award goes 
to the Interact Club that has accomplished meaningful service projects, developed 
leadership skills and maintained strong student participation during the school 
year.  The award is in honor of Ron Prascher, a member of the Brush Rotary Club, 
for his dedication in developing Interact Clubs in District 5450.   

The D’Evelyn club is sponsored by the South Jeffco Rotary Club.  The President 
of the D’Evelyn Interact Club is Colleen Quirk.  The accomplishments of this 
club are truly outstanding.  Among them: 

·  Membership increased by 56% over last year. 

·  Campus litter pickup within a mile radius of the school. 

·  Spring Fair-Easter Egg hunt to raise funds for local food and homeless shel-
ters. 

·  Water Bottle Drive - collected new and used water bottles for the homeless.  
Filled the bottles with socks, toothbrushes, shampoo, and soap.  Handed out 
the bottles at a local homeless shelter. 

·  Raised $1,500 for Pennies for Peace through a school drive.   

·  Raised $350 and walked at the CROP walk which benefits third world coun-
tries and local food banks.   

·  Sent members to Juarez, Mexico to help build houses in a joint project with 
District 5450 and Mexican Rotary Clubs.   

·  Participated in the District Interact project and bought 2 shares of a heifer, 4 
chicks, and one goat for Heifer International to help stop world hunger.   
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THE FOUR-WAY TEST 

Of the things we think, say or  do: Is it the TRUTH? 

     Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

     Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

     Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?   
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Challenged by Interact Club President Chr is 
MacLeish, the Thomas Jefferson Interact Club 
raised over $1,000 in support of the District Inter-
act Project - Heifer International.  With the prom-
ise of a $1,000 matching grant from the sponsoring  
DTC Rotary Club, the club set their eyes on the 
$5,000 “Ark”  (more later).  Rotary Interact Coordi-
nator Dana Arell got busy and encouraged other 
district Interact Clubs to help out, provided they 
had not already made their Heifer International 
contribution.  Joining in this most successful pro-
ject were the clubs from Aurora Central, Boulder, 
Brighton Charter, Gilpin, and Overland.  The TJ 
Interactors held a luncheon on May 7 to thank the 
many contributors.  DTC Club President Robert 
Steier t presented a check for $1,000 to Chris 
MacLeish at the luncheon.  TJ’s faculty advisor is a very enthusiastic Danny Showers.   

Club President Chr is MacLeish and other  club 
officers display the “ Ark”  

Since 1944, Heifer International has worked to bring help, healing and 
hope to millions of impoverished families worldwide.  In areas where hun-
ger and despair once prevailed, Heifer programs have reinvigorated com-
munities through livestock, training and “passing on the gift” .   

The “Ark”  typically contains the following animals: 2 cows, 2 sheep, 2 
camels, 2 oxen, 2 water buffalo, 2 pigs, 2 beehives, 2 goats, 2 donkeys, 2 
trios of ducks, 2 trios of rabbits, 2 trios of guinea pigs, 2 flocks of geese, 2 
flocks of chicks, and 2 llamas.  They will go to countries around the globe.  
Each family who receives livestock from the Gift Ark will pass on one or 
more of the animals’  offspring to other families who are in need in their 
community.   
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whom live below the poverty level.  Women and 
children travel 5 kilometers to fetch water to 
drink and keep animals alive during long periods 
of drought.  Establishing a continuous source of 
clean water from a river will allow the villagers 
to grow crops all year rather than only during the 
April-May rainy season.  The project will take 
one year to complete.  Six District 5450 Rotary 
Clubs and a Kenyan Rotary Club are participat-
ing in this matching grant project.   

The Cherry Creek Interact Club contributed $400 to a 
Rotary Foundation Matching Grant Project in Kenya.  
This project was selected as a District Interact Project 
by the clubs in the district.  However, some delays in 
information resulted in most clubs donating their 
funds to other worth causes.  Cherry Creek Interact 

President Maggie Kennedy was persistent in seeking 
to support this project.   

This project will supply water to the village of Gai-
tune-Inono, a community of 2,000 people, most of 
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Each Interact Club should submit the “ Incoming Interact Officer Data Form” to Rotary International by 
June 30, 2006.  This form can be found on page 45 of the Interact Handbook.  A simpler alternative  is 
available online at http://www.rotary.org/programs/interact/resources/contact_form.html.  The online 
form requires the information for either the incoming club president or the club advisor.  Submission of this 
form will allow Rotary International to update their records of active clubs and give each Interact Club the 
opportunity to select to be included in the annual Interact Correspondence Exchange L ist.   

In addition, Rotary International uses the submission of the form as the basis for listing active Interact 
Clubs throughout Rotary International.  Failure to submit this form can cause RI to drop clubs from their 
list.  This could result in your club being considered as non-chartered and require considerable paperwork 
to regain active status.   

The Interact Correspondence Exchange L ist.  This list is produced by Rotary International for two rea-
sons: (1) to facilitate communication between Interact members, and (2) to strengthen the international ele-
ment of the Interact program.  Interact clubs and districts are encouraged to use this list to share ideas and 
opinions about current issues pertaining to youth, or to organize international projects such as cultural ex-
changes or service activities.   
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Does your club have photos or an interesting story to tell about your activities and share with other clubs in 
the district?  Send them to Bill Fernow at wfernow@comcast.net.  They will be included in future editions 
of the Interact Newsletter.   
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The 2007-2008 District 5450 Interact Committee mem-
bers are:  Bill Fernow, Troy Graham, Ty Melton, Nancy 
Taoka, and Marion Trummer 

ht t p : / /www.r ot ar y.or g/pr ogr ams/
inter act /r esour ces/mer chandise.html 
along with the Interact Handbook and 
membership ID cards.     

The Interact e-Newsletter is electronically 
distributed monthly by Rotary Interna-
tional.  It is designed to keep you informed 
of the latest Interact developments world-

wide and provide information and re-
sources to enhance your Interact program.  
You can subscribe at http://rotary.org/
programs/interact.   

District Interact information is available 
on the District 5450 website -                  
http://www.rotary5450.org/, scroll 
down under “people” .   

There are number of sources of informa-
tion and resources available to district 
Interact clubs.  Here are a few: 

Interact Posters and Interact brochures 
can be obtained from the District Interact 
Committee Chair.  Contact Bill Fernow at 
wfernow@comcast.net or (303) 805-
5039.  These are also available online at  
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The Chr istmas Par ty for  Denver  Health Center  patients brought joy to 
the hear ts of many children and their  parents.  Thank you to all of the 
clubs that par ticipated! 


