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ThunderRidge High School Hosts Successful Meeting

On October 11, thirty-one Interactors from eight Interact clubs met at Thunder-

Ridge High School. The District 4-Way Test Committee presented a program Mount . Vincent 2
with individual groups discussing how they would dedl with simulated situations.  poypaty
Thisis the second year that this program has been presented at the annual meeting.

All clubs should be aware that similar presentations can be made to your clubs or =~ Mount St Vincent 3

Home Photos

to other groups at your school. If you desire more information, contact Rotarian

- i Ron Prascher Inter- 4
Doug Y oung at (303) 841-6545 or at dmyoung@ix.netcom.com. ot Sorice & word
The clubs in attendance at the meeting had an opportunity to exchange information
concerning successful projects and fund raising activities. New Interact Clubs 4
After discussions of various proposed projects for this year’s district-wide Interna
tiona Project, the aftendees selected to support the United Nations refugee ~ Feouwsesand 4

agency—UNHCR. The agency is mandated to lead and coordinate international

action to protect refugees and resolve refugee problems worldwide. In more than ~ World Interact 5
five decades, the agency has helped an estimated 50 million people restart their Week

lives. The agency only receives 3.5 percent of its funding from the UN, which is HomeSchooled 5
spent entirely on administration costs. The remaining 96.5 percent comes from Interact Club
voluntary contributions. More informa-

tion about UNHCR is available a the !fﬁ’t U N ch Youth Programs 6
agency’s website - http://www.unhcr.org. !!; 4&'

pleyciley S IR E S T CEEY The UN Refugee Agency
http://www.unhcr.org/donatefindex.htm. Interact at a

glance;
Prgvious di.strict-V\{ide. projects have included Heifer International and the Kiva . |nteractors- @
micro-credit organization. 266,915
The Interactors agreed to hold a Vaentine's Day party at the Mount St. Vincent Club
Home (see accompanying article). 1 u60f3-
Thanks, Thunder Ridge for being wonder ful hosts! o
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Valentine’s Day Party at Mount St. Vincent Home

At the annual training meeting on October 11, the attending Interactors
agreed to hold a Vaentine's Day Party for the residents at Mount St.
Vincent Home. The home started out as an orphanage in 1883 and has
evolved over the years into a facility that provides services and pro-
grams for children with a wide range of emotiona and behaviora prob-
lems. They have a capacity for 44 children in their residential program.
They aso have a day care program. There is a school on site for the
residents. The children range in age from five to eighteen. They livein three residential cottages that house
twelve children each. There is aso a residential hall for up to eight children who no longer require the
more structured environment of the cottages. We will hold a party for the residents on Saturday, February
14, 2009, St. Vaentines Day. We will start at 9:00 am and end after alunch that we will provide.

PUT ON YOUR THINKING CAPS! Although plans will become more firm as we approach the new
year, the following general plan should allow each club to determine what they would like to do and pro-
vide input to the Interact Committee:

Decorate the dining hall where the party will be held. If we do this, it will require the decorators to
come alittle early.

Craft tables for the kids. Obviously, one table can help the children make valentine cards for parents,
friends, etc. We need some bright ideas for other crafts and activities.

Games. The gym isin the same building as the dining hall and can accommodate any number of games,
etc. More bright ides needed here, also. Think about some of the things we used to do at our Christmas
Party for Denver Health and adapt them to Vaentine's Day.

We will provide lunch. Should be something simple and easy. Hot dogs, beans, salad, potato chips,
various deserts, non-caffeinated soft drinks, etc. There is a full kitchen with alarge grill available for
our use (and clean up afterward).

Consider if you want to bring small gifts for the children. If so, we will have alist of kids by gender
and age in time to pick out appropriate gifts. Thisis not a necessity, but might be nice to do.

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of thethingswethink, say or do:
Isitthe TRUTH?
Isit FAIR to all concerned?

Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER
FRIENDSHIPS?

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?
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Ron Prascher I nteract Service Award for 2007-2008

This award is presented annually to the outstanding Interact Club in District 5450. It is presented by the
District Governor at the District Conference in the Spring. The winner in 2007-2008 was the Denver Cen-
ter for International Studies (DCIS). DCISisamagnet program within the Denver Public School system
where students must apply and be accepted by the school. The Interact Club is three years old and grew
from 9 to more than 30 membersin the last year. A large percentage of the members participated in each
of the club’s activities. Interact Club highlights included: participation in Race for the Cure, an Interact
Trunk-Or-Treat Halloween activity, prepared and passed out 30 plus sack lunches to the homelessin Civic
Park, monthly volunteering at Project C.U.R.E., created handmade Christmas cards for disabled children in
England, two club officers accompanied D’Evelyn Interact Club members to Juarez, Mexico to assist in
constructing homes for needy families, and instituted a Adopt-aMinefield Penny War at school. Club
members were able to attend World Camp in Europe, Rotary United Nations Day in New Y ork, and an In-
diaMedical Internship.

To be considered for the 2008-2009 Award, you must submit an application in accordance with the
guidelines on the District 5450 website - www.rotary5450.0rg. The application must be submitted by
March 1, 2009. Do a good job, submit a complete detailed application and increase the chances of
telling the world about your wonderful Interact Club!!

New District I nteract Clubs

The number of Interact clubsis growing in Rotary District 5450!! New clubs are up and running at George
Washington High School (sponsored by the Denver Cherry Creek Rotary Club), The Global Leadership
Academy (sponsored by the Westminster 7-10 Rotary Club), and Summit High School (sponsored by the
Summit County Rotary Club). A new club at Castle View High School joined the District when the Castle
Rock Rotary Club moved to our district this year. Good progress is being made in starting up Interact
Clubs at North High School (sponsored by the Denver Sky High Rotary Club) and at the new L egend
High School in Parker (sponsored by the Parker Cherry Creek Valley Rotary Club).

All clubs should ensure that they have been properly certified by Rotary International. Being certified will
make the club “legitimate” and ensure that any information disseminated by RI will be received by the In-
teract Club. The Interact Handbook provides detailed information on how to get certified.

| nter act Resour ces and | nformation

There are number of sources of information and resources available to district Interact clubs. Herearea
few:

Thisyear Rl has revised the I nteract Posters, I nteract brochures, and the Interact Handbook which are
al available online at www.rotary.org.

The Interact e-Newsletter provides monthly Interact updates from around the world. To subscribe send a
message to interact@rotary.org with your full name and e-mail address. .

District Interact information is available on the District 5450 website - http://www.rotary5450.0r g/, scroll
down under “ Service Projects’ , then “Vocational Service’.




ROTARY CELEBRATESWORLD INTERACT WEEK

During World Interact Week, 3-9 November, Interactors and Rotarians
worldwide commemorated the charter of the first Interact club in 1962.
By completing four designated projects, Interact clubs and their Rotary
club sponsors can receive special

"Rotary® commitment to youth will not be complete if we do not aso
nurture healthy socia values such as civic consciousness, caring for
others, and concern for the environment at an early age, which is possi-
ble through support for the formation of more Interact clubs,” says
Mark K.Y. Wong, chair of RI®Interact Committee. "This way, we will
have aready pool of future Rotaractors, and Rotarians too."

Here arejust afew projects highlighting Interactors@ommitment to ser-
vice: Interactors from Jackson Hole,

Six Interactors from Jackson Hole, Wyoming, USA, spent their| Wyoming, USA, build bio-sand
spring break in Cambodia building bio-sand water filters for two under- | water filtersfor avillagein Cam-

developed villages. Interactors also taught English and created art pro- | bodia. Photo courtesy of District
jects with schoolchildren. 5440

Members from the first Interact club of Croatia organized a letter

campaign encouraging other Rotary clubs to incorporate Interact. In one of their first community projects,
the Interactors raised money and collected toys for a charity that supports 85 disabled children.

All 55 members of the Interact Club of T.V. Nagar, India, helped to create a hygienic environment by
cleaning the Pillayar Temple. Interactors spent a day cleaning the roof and floor, as well as painting and
whitewashing the walls.
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From her vantage point as a public librarian in Norman, Oklahoma, Basha Hartley could see how hard

home-schooling parents work to educate their children. She aso noticed how home-schooled children can
become isolated from their peers at public high schools.

"I began noticing these great kids who are kind of invisible in our community,” says Hartley, a member of
the Rotary Club of Norman. "I don®think most of our club was aware of this fairly large group of home-
schooled children.”

After three years of talking to home-schooling families, Hartley was able to persuade a group of teens to
begin an Interact club in August 2007. The Norman Home School Interact club meets monthly in the li-
brary - with Hartley and Joe Gil, of the Rotary Club of Norman-Cross Timbers, as sponsors -- and held
its charter banquet in June.

"Parents, for awhole variety of reasons, decide on home schooling their children,” says Hartley. "1 thought
it would bereally great to get these kids involved in Rotary because Rotary is al about helping our kids."

Hartley and RI staff believe the club is one of the first, if not the first, for home schoolers. In addition to its
regular meeting, the club takes part in a service project every month with the Interact club at Norman
High School, creating valuable bonds between the students.




Interact activities at the district level provide opportuni-
ties for joint projects between Interact clubs, training of
new club officers, sharing ideas for strengthening club

service, and promoting Interact extension to new areas.
Thedistrict Interact committee is dedicated to publicizing
the Interact program and promoting the organization of
new Interact clubs. The committee offers assistance to
clubs by sponsoring Interact district meetings and provid-
ing leadership training for Interact club officers and oth-
ers.

‘ —.

o——

YOUTH PROGRAMS

ROTARY YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARDS (RYLA)

What isRYLA? _ ,
In Rotary Districts 5440 and 5450, RY LA is a5-day |eadership conference held at the YMCA of the Rock-

i\leébi résl‘i(stes Park, Colorado. These two Rotary districts cover Northern Colorado, Wyoming and Western
raska.

Who i_selig(i:ble? . . .
Any High School Sophomore or Junior prior to the summer conference may apply. Generaly, the appli-
cants who are selected have excelled in one or more areas of high school involvement and have proven
leadership experience or potential.
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